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   For example between 2000 and 2012, the prices of iron ore increased by about 1,000% and that of coal by 300% (Lichtenstein, 2013).
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Year Value of SA’s mineral exports to China 
2004 The value of mineral and metal exports to China from South Africa was 
approximately US$ 0.76 billion. 
2008 In 2008, the value of the mineral and metal exports to China from South 
Africa was approximately US$ 3.36 billion. 
2011  In 2011, the value of mineral and metal exports to China from South 
Africa was at a peak at US$ 9.44 billion. 
2012 In 2012, the value of mineral and metal exports to China from South 
Africa was at a peak at US$ 8.01 billion.  
2013 The value of the mineral and metal products exported from South Africa 
to China was US$ 8.07 billion. 
2014 In 2014, the value of exported mineral products to China from South 
Africa slowed from US$ 9.44 billion in 2011 to US$ 5.97 billion. 
 Source: Adapted from (WITS) (2017) and National treasury (2015).
Year: 2004
Figure 1: Export share of products exported from SA to China in 2004. Source: Adapted from WITS (2017).
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Year: 2014
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Year SA’s GDP 
growth rate 
(%) 
China’s GDP 
growth rate 
(%) 
Unemployment rate 
(%) 
2011 3.2 9.5 25.7 
2012 2.2 7.8 24.9 
2013 2.3 7.7 24.7 
2014 1.6 7.3 25.1 
2015 1.3 6.9 25.3 
2016 0.6 6.7 26.6 
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